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[571 ABSTRACT 

An automotive battery jumper cable includes an electrically 
conductive cable which is terminated at each end by a 
terminal clamp. Each of the terminal clamps includes a pair 
of gripping members each having a jaw end and a handle 
end. The gripping members are pivotably connected to each 
other about an axis between the jaw ends and the handle 
ends. A torsion spring is mounted on the gripping members 
for normally urging the jaw ends toward each other. Each of 
the jaw ends of the gripping members is provided with a 
copper jaw member for engaging and grasping the battery 
terminal. One of the jaws on each clamp is not electrically 
connected to the cable. However, the other jaw of each 
clamp is electrically connected to the respective end of the 
cable via an encapsulated pressure switch. The pressure 
switch is physically positioned between the copper jaw and 
the jaw end of the gripping member such that spring pressure 
provided by the torsion spring is operative for closing the 
pressure switch when the clamp is mounted on a battery 
terminal. An in-line fuse can be mounted in the cable to 
prevent short circuits of the batteries. 

4 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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